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Anderson, L., (Year). Fever 1793. New York: Aladdin Paperbacks/McGraw-Hill.
Published: 2002

Ages: Young Adult

Content Connections: This novel is connected to social studies because it is about a major epidemic in American history.

Summary: August 1793. Fourteen-year-old Mattie Cook is ambitious, adventurous, and sick to death of listening to her mother. Mattie has plans of her own. She wants to turn the Cook Coffeehouse into the finest business in Philadelphia, the capital of the new United States. 

But the waterfront is abuzz with reports of disease. "Fever" spreads from the docks and creeps toward Mattie's home, threatening everything she holds dear. 

As the cemeteries fill with fever victims, fear turns to panic, and thousands flee the city. Then tragedy strikes the coffeehouse, and Mattie is trapped in a living nightmare. Suddenly, her struggle to build a better life must give way to something even more important -- the fight to stay alive. 

Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
Babbitt, N., (2007). Tuck Everlasting. City: Square Fish.
Published: 2007


Ages: 9 to 12

Content Connections: This novel can be connected to language arts because it is a book that students could read to count toward their 25 books.

Summary: The Tuck family is confronted with an agonizing situation when they discover that a ten-year-old girl and a malicious stranger now share their secret about a spring whose water prevents one from ever growing older. 
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
Bartoletti, S., (2005). Hitler Youth. New York: Scholastic Nonfiction.
Published: 2005

Ages: 9 to 12

Content Connections: Students learn about the Nazi time period and this novel helps students learn about the person behind the whole thing.

Summary: I begin with the young. We older ones are used up . . . But my magnificent youngsters! Look at these men and boys! What material! With them, I can create a new world." --Adolf Hitler, Nuremberg 1933 By the time Hitler became Chancellor of Germany in 1933, 3.5 million children belonged to the Hitler Youth. It would become the largest youth group in history. Susan Campbell Bartoletti explores how Hitler gained the loyalty, trust, and passion of so many of Germany's young people. Her research includes telling interviews with surviving Hitler Youth members.
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
Base, G., (1993). Animalia. New York: H.N. Abrams.
Published: 1996

Ages: 12 and Up

Content Connections: This book is connected to language arts because it teaches students alliterations. 

Summary: Sumptuously illustrated, this alphabet book is the perfect vehicle for Base's considerable talent. Each letter is pictured with an animal with a silly alliterative description. Other objects beginning with the letter are hidden in the beautifully detailed art, and readers are challenged to find as many as they can. 

Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
Bowen, F., & Casale, P. (2000). Winners Take All. Atlanta: Peachtree Publishers.

Published: 2000


Ages: 8 to 12

Content Connections: This novel can be connected to language arts because it is a book that students could read to count toward their 25 books.

Summary: When Kyle fakes a catch, his baseball team goes on to win the league championship but Kyle doesn't feel good about winning by cheating. Includes a section on the sportsmanship of Christy Mathewson, a pitcher who played professional baseball in the early 1900s. 
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
Boyne, J., (2007). The Boy in the Striped Pajamas. Oxford: David Fickling Books.
Published: 2007

Ages: Young Adult

Content Connections: Students learn about the Nazi time period and this novel helps reinforce what it was like during the time period from a child’s perspective.

Summary: When Bruno returns home from school one day, he discovers that his belongings are being packed in crates. His father has received a promotion and the family must move from their home to a new house far far away, where there is no one to play with and nothing to do. A tall fence running alongside stretches as far as the eye can see and cuts him off from the strange people he can see in the distance. 
But Bruno longs to be an explorer and decides that there must be more to this desolate new place than meets the eye. While exploring his new environment, he meets another boy whose life and circumstances are very different to his own, and their meeting results in a friendship that has devastating consequences. 
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Burns, B., & Oleynikov, I. (2009). The King with Horse's Ears and Other Irish Folktales. New York: Sterling.
Published: 2009

Ages: 8 to 12

Content Connections: This novel can be connected to social studies because students learn about folktales from other countries.

Summary: Storytelling is one of Ireland’s oldest and grandest traditions, and these vivid tales of far-off days will introduce young readers to the country’s irresistible folklore. Here are brave warriors with superhuman skills, monster dogs with blazing eyes, fairy folk and leprechauns, and the magical land of Tir na nÓg. Author Batt Burns grew up with these beloved characters and legends, and he captures all their enchanting language and flights of fancy. Exquisite art by Igor Oleynikov enhances every tale. 
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
(2007, May). Content Area Literacy. Retrieved March 26, 2009, Web site: http://www.literacy.uconn.edu/contlit.htm
This website is a great resource for teachers to get ideas of how to use literacy in the content areas. It provides teachers with ways to get students involved and to help them understand the importance of literacy.
Cormier, R., (1975). The Chocolate War. New York: Dell Publishing Co.

Published: 1986


Ages: Young Adult

Content Connections: This can connect to any content because it is about bullying and all students need to learn about the consequences of bullying.

Summary: A high school freshman discovers the devastating consequences of refusing to join in the school's annual fund raising drive and arousing the wrath of the school bullies. 
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
Duprau, J., (2003). The City of Ember. New York: Random House.

Published: 2004

 

Ages: Young Adult

Content Connections: This novel connects to social studies because it talks about different regions. 

Summary: In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new places in her decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions. 
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
Durst, S., (2008). Into the Wild. City: RazorBill.
Published: 2008


Ages: 9 to 11

Content Connections: This novel can be connected to language arts because it is a book that students could read to count toward their 25 books.

Summary: When the magical world of the Wild takes over Julie's town, she must venture deep into the heart of the fairy tale to outsmart wicked witches, feisty giants, and super cute princes in the ultimate quest to save her family. But can an ordinary girl defeat the happily-ever-after?  
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Farrell, R.T., & Cirrincione, J.M. (1984) State certification requirements in reading for content area teachers. Journal of Reading, 28, 152-158.

This article covers the different requirements for literacy that different states require teachers to cover. 
Farmer, N., (2004). The House of the Scorpion. New York: Simon Pulse.
Published: 2004

Ages: Young Adult

Content Connections: This novel could be connected to social studies because it is science fiction and students learn about how things are created. 

Summary: His DNA came from El Patrón, lord of a country called Opium — a strip of poppy fields lying between the United States and what was once called Mexico. Matt's first cell split and divided inside a petri dish. Then he was placed in the womb of a cow, where he continued the miraculous journey from embryo to fetus to baby. He is a boy now, but most consider him a monster — except for El Patrón. El Patrón loves Matt as he loves himself, because Matt is himself. 

As Matt struggles to understand his existence, he is threatened by a sinister cast of characters, including El Patrón's power-hungry family, and he is surrounded by a dangerous army of bodyguards. Escape is the only chance Matt has to survive. But escape from the Alacrán Estate is no guarantee of freedom, because Matt is marked by his difference in ways he doesn't even suspect. 
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Funke, C., (2005). Inkheart. City: Scholastic Paperbacks.
Published: 2005


Ages: 8 to 12

Content Connections: This novel can be connected to language arts because it is a book that students could read to count toward their 25 books.

Summary: One cruel night, Meggie's father, Mo, reads aloud from INKHEART, and an evil ruler named Capricorn escapes the boundaries of fiction, landing instead in their living room. Suddenly, Meggie's in the middle of the kind of adventure she thought only took place in fairy tales. Somehow she must master the magic that has conjured up this nightmare. Can she change the course of the story that has changed her life forever? 
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
Gardiner, J., & Sewall, M. (1980). Stone Fox. New York: Crowell.

Published: 1983


Ages: 7 to 11

Content Connections: This book can be connected to social studies when discussing cold climate regions like Alaska. 

Summary: There's just no stopping little Willy. Determined to keep their farm going -- and to give his ailing grandfather a reason to live -- the ten-year-old boy hitches his dog, Searchlight, to the plow and harvests the whole potato crop. 

Now little Willy needs five hundred dollars to pay off ten years' back taxes, or the farm will be taken away from them. Dauntless as ever, he stakes everything on one wild hope: that he and Searchlight can outrun the best dogsled racers in the country -- including the legendary Indian, Stone Fox. But the huge mountain man is every bit as intent on winning the big prize money as little Willy is. And he and his five beautiful Samoyeds haven't lost a race yet.... 

Based on a Rocky Mountain legend, John Reynolds Gardiner's story -- like its hero, little Willy -- has all the ingredients of a winner, right down to the unforeseen drama at the finish line. 

Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
Hautman, P., (2004). Godless. New York Etc.: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers.
Published: 2005

Ages: Young adult

Content Connections: This would be a good novel to read in social studies because it discusses other religions. 

Summary: Fed up with his parents' boring old religion, agnostic-going-on-atheist Jason Bock invents a new god — the town's water tower. He recruits an unlikely group of worshippers: his snail-farming best friend, Shin, cute-as-a-button (whatever that means) Magda Price, and the violent and unpredictable Henry Stagg. As their religion grows, it takes on a life of its own. While Jason struggles to keep the faith pure, Shin obsesses over writing their bible, and the explosive Henry schemes to make the new faith even more exciting — and dangerous. 

When the Chutengodians hold their first ceremony high atop the dome of the water tower, things quickly go from merely dangerous to terrifying and deadly. Jason soon realizes that inventing a religion is a lot easier than controlling it, but control it he must, before his creation destroys both his friends and himself. 

Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
L'engle, M., & Quindlen, A. (2007). A Wrinkle in Time. New York: Square Fish.
Published: 2007


Ages: 12 and Up

Content Connections: This novel can be connected to language arts because it is a book that students could read to count toward their 25 books.

Summary: Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly strangers and a search for Meg's father, who disappeared while engaged in secret work for the government. 
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
Lenski, S.D., Wham, M.A., & Johns, J.L. (1999) Reading & Learning Strategies for Middle & High School Students. Dobuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt.

This article was about different strategies for students to better understand literacy in the classrooms. Some students do not understand the need for content area literacy and this website reinforces why it is so important. 
(2009, January 16). Literacy Matters. Retrieved March 26, 2009, Web site: http://www.literacymatters.org/
This website gives parents, teachers and students different approaches to content area literacy. It gives teachers different ways to use literacy in the classroom and helps parents and students understand the importance of literacy and how it is used. This website is very helpful for all educators and I would recommend it to others. 

Mackall, D., (2006). Larger-Than-Life Lara. City: Dutton Juvenile.
Published: 2006


Ages: 8 to 12

Content Connections: This novel can be connected to language arts because it is a book that students could read to count toward their 25 books.

Summary: When Lara Phelps walks into Laney Grafton's fourth-grade class, Laney feels the air change. Lara is fat. Really fat. Finally, there will be someone else for the boys to pick on, Laney thinks. But as the class prepares for the school play, Lara doesn't act the way a fat kid should. She's confident. She's happy. And nothing, it seems, can change her positive attitude. Until one day, when Laney's classmates do the unthinkable. 

Bestselling author Dandi Daley Mackall tells this original and poignant story through the use of sparkling language, a winsome narrator, and a clever structure that illustrates just what makes a story a story. 
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
McKenna, M.C. & Robinson, R.D. (1993) Teaching through the text: A Content Literacy Approach to Content Area Reading. White Plains, N.Y: Longman.

This article is about students reading to better improve their literacy approaches. It discusses how it is important for students to gain more knowledge on literacy before they can ever apply the various strategies.

Murphy, J., (2003). An American Plague. New York: Clarion Books.                  Published: 2003 








   Ages: 10 to 12     







            Content Connections: This novel is connected to social studies because it is about a major epidemic in American history. 





         Summary: 1793, Philadelphia. The nation’s capital and the largest city in North America is devastated by an apparently incurable disease, cause unknown . . .
In a powerful, dramatic narrative, critically acclaimed author Jim Murphy describes the illness known as yellow fever and the toll it took on the city’s residents, relating the epidemic to the major social and political events of the day and to 18th-century medical beliefs and practices. Drawing on first-hand accounts, Murphy spotlights the heroic role of Philadelphia’s free blacks in combating the disease, and the Constitutional crisis that President Washington faced when he was forced to leave the city—and all his papers—while escaping the deadly contagion. The search for the fever’s causes and cure, not found for more than a century afterward, provides a suspenseful counterpoint to this riveting true story of a city under siege. 
Thoroughly researched, generously illustrated with fascinating archival prints, and unflinching in its discussion of medical details, this book offers a glimpse into the conditions of American cities at the time of our nation’s birth while drawing timely parallels to modern-day epidemics.
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Napoli, D., (1995). The Bravest Thing. New York: Dutton Children's Books.

Published: 1995


Ages: 8 to 12

Content Connections: This novel can be connected to language arts because it is a book that students could read to count toward their 25 books.

Summary: When her pet rabbit's newborn babies die, her doctor tells her that she may have scoliosis, and her aunt is diagnosed with cancer, ten-year-old Laurel feels constantly reminded of the mortality of all living things. 
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
Paterson, K., & Diamond, D. (1987). Bridge to Terabithia. London: HarperCollins.
Published: 1987


Ages: 9 to 12

Content Connections: This novel can be connected to social studies because they create their own world and students create their own societies and cultures in social studies. 

Summary: All summer, Jess pushed himself to be the fastest boy in the fifth grade, and when the year's first school-yard race was run, he was going to win.But his victory was stolen by a newcomer, by a girl, one who didn't even know enough to stay on the girls' side of the playground. Then, unexpectedly, Jess finds himself sticking up for Leslie, for the girl who breaks rules and wins races. The friendship between the two grows as Jess guides the city girl through the pitfalls of life in their small, rural town, and Leslie draws him into the world of imaginations world of magic and ceremony called Terabithia. Here, Leslie and Jess rule supreme among the oaks and evergreens, safe from the bullies and ridicule of the mundane world. Safe until an unforeseen tragedy forces Jess to reign in Terabithia alone, and both worlds are forever changed. 

In this poignant, beautifully rendered novel, Katherine Paterson weaves a powerful story of friendship and courage. 
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Pearce, D.L., & Bader, L.A. (1986) The effect of unit construction upon teachers’ use of content area reading and writing strategies. Journal of Reading, 30, 130-135.

This article discusses how teachers need to plan units by finding the most beneficial ways to teach reading and writing. It is important for the teacher to understand how literacy will be used in the lessons before the students can achieve the knowledge needed to learn the material. 
Ryan, P., (2000). Esperanza Rising. New York: Scholastic Press.
Published: 2002



Ages: 8 to 12

Content Connections: This novel can be connected to social studies because it is a multicultural book and students learn about many different cultures.

Summary: Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico--she'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home, & servants. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California during the Great Depression, and to settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she now faces. When their new life is threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult circumstances--Mama's life and her own depend on it. 
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Ryan, P., (2009). Paint the Wind. City: Scholastic Paperbacks.
Published: 2009


Ages: 9 to 12

Content Connections: This novel can be connected to language arts because it is a book that students could read to count toward their 25 books.

Summary: Maya lives like a captive. At Grandmother's house in California, everything is forbidden: friends, fun, even memories. And her life is built on lies: lies Grandmother tells her about her dead mother, lies Maya tells to impress or manipulate. But then she moves to the vast Wyoming wilderness where her mother's family awaits - kind, rugged people who have no tolerance for lies. They challenge Maya to confront the truth about who she is. And a mysterious mustang called Artemisia waits, too. She holds the key to Maya's freedom. But to find it, Maya will have to risk everything, including her life. 
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Sachar, L., (2000). Holes (Yearling Newbery). New York: Yearling.

Published: 2000


Ages: 12 and Up

Content Connections: This novel can be connected to language arts because it is a book that students could read to count toward their 25 books.

Summary: As further evidence of his family's bad fortune, which they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, Stanley Yelnats is sent to a hellish boys' juvenile detention center in the Texas desert. As punishment, the boys here must each dig a hole every day, five feet deep and five feet across. Ultimately, Stanley "digs up the truth" -- and through his experience, finds his first real friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself. Winner of the 1998 National Book Award for young people's literature, here is a wildly inventive, darkly humorous tale of crime and punishment -- and redemption.
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
Satrapi, M., (2003). Persepolis. New York: Pantheon Books.
Published: 2004
Ages: Young Adult
Content Connections: This novel could be connected to social studies because it discusses events from other cultures. 
Summary: Originally published to wide critical acclaim in France, where it elicited comparisons to Art Spiegelman's Maus, Persepolis is Marjane Satrapi's wise, funny, and heartbreaking memoir of growing up in Iran during the Islamic Revolution. In powerful black-and-white comic strip images, Satrapi tells the story of her life in Tehran from ages six to fourteen, years that saw the overthrow of the Shah's regime, the triumph of the Islamic Revolution, and the devastating effects of war with Iraq. The intelligent and outspoken only child of committed Marxists and the great-granddaughter of one of Iran's last emperors, Marjane bears witness to a childhood uniquely entwined with the history of her country. 

Persepolis paints an unforgettable portrait of daily life in Iran: of the bewildering contradictions between home life and public life and of the enormous toll repressive regimes exact on the individual spirit. Marjane's child's-eye-view of dethroned emperors, state-sanctioned whippings, and heroes of the revolution allows us to learn as she does the history of this fascinating country and of her own extraordinary family. Intensely personal, profoundly political, and wholly original, Persepolis is at once a story of growing up and a stunning reminder of the human cost of war and political repression. It shows how we carry on, through laughter and tears, in the face of absurdity. And, finally, it introduces us to an irresistible little girl with whom we cannot help but fall in love. 
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
Spinelli, J., (2000). Stargirl. New York: Knopf.
Published: 2004 


Ages: Young Adult

Content Connections: This novel can be connected to language arts because it is a book that students could read to count toward their 25 books.
Summary: Leo Borlock follows the unspoken rule at Mica Area High School: don't stand out--under any circumstances! Then Stargirl arrives at Mica High and everything changes--for Leo and for the entire school. In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and the thrill of first love, an eccentric student named Stargirl changes Mica High School forever. 
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
Wilder, L., & Williams, G. (1971). Little House in the Big Woods. New York: HarperTrophy.
Published: 1953


Ages: 8 to 12
Content Connections: This novel can be connected to language arts because it is a book that students could read to count toward their 25 books.
Summary: The first Little House book Laura Ingalls Wilder ever published, it has become a highly celebrated book as it looks into frontier life through a child's eyes. It was originally published in 1932. Pa tells many stories to young Laura and Mary. They spend a wonderful Christmas with their relatives, and Laura and Mary have lots of fun with their cousins, playing in the snow. They also learn how to make maple syrup, watch Pa make bullets for hunting, and learn about surviving in the pioneer times. They also help Ma and Pa butcher the pig. Laura also visits the booming pioneer town of Pepin, Wisconsin with her family.
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (1997-2009). Retrieved March 26, 2009 from the World Wide Web: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp
